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The Palcoyo Rainbow Mountain is a natural spectacle that is less crowded than Vinicunca. Its
three multicolored mountains display layers of iron, copper, and aluminum oxide sediments,
formed millions of years ago. The area is home to local Quechua communities who preserve
ancestral traditions and practice alpaca and llama herding. From the viewpoints, in addition to
admiring Palcoyo’s natural rainbow, visitors can enjoy panoramic views of the Ausangate
snow-capped mountain and nearby glaciers, making this tour a unique experience of
geology, culture, and breathtaking Andean landscapes.
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ITINERARY:
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Our adventure begins very early with a pick-up
from your hotel in Cusco, starting a scenic journey
southward through picturesque Andean villages,
green valleys, and herds of llamas and alpacas
grazing in the landscape. Along the way, we will
enjoy a delicious breakfast at a local restaurant in
Cusipata, perfect for recharging before continuing
the route.
After approximately three hours of travel, we arrive
at the community of Palcoyo, located over 4,900
meters (16,076 feet) above sea level. From here, we
will embark on a short and accessible 40-minute
walk to the natural viewpoints, where you can
admire the three colorful mountains that make
Palcoyo a truly unique spectacle.
Unlike Vinicunca, Palcoyo offers easier access and
fewer crowds, allowing you to enjoy the
surroundings in complete tranquility. Along the trail,
you’ll see multicolored geological formations
created by mineral oxidation over millions of years,
as well as stunning views of Ausangate, the sacred
Apu of Cusco.
At the end of the visit, we will descend to enjoy a
traditional lunch in Cusipata before returning to
Cusco, your heart filled with colors and Andean
energy.

PALCOYO MOUNTAIN
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Tourist transportation.
Professional bilingual guide (Spanish / English).
Tradictional breakfast and lunch.
Entrance ticket to Palcoyo Mountain.
Permanent assistance during the tour.

Support horse (optional, with an additional cost)
Trekking poles (optional)
Snacks and drinks
Tips for the guide or driver
Travel insurance

INCLUDED:

NOT INCLUDED:

PACKING LIST:
Wear comfortable and warm clothing.
Bring a hat, sunscreen, and water.
Raincoat or poncho for rain.
Comfortable and resistant trekking shoes.
Small backpack for personal items.
Water and energy snacks (nuts, chocolate, cereal bars).
Trekking poles (recommended).
Camera or phone with good battery life.
Bring your ID card or passport.
Bring cash in soles (for additional expenses).

PALCOYO MOUNTAIN

RECOMMENDATIONS:
Acclimatize in Cusco at least 1 or 2 days before the tour
as the hike takes place above 4,900 meters (16,076 ft).
Get a good night’s rest before the tour and avoid
alcoholic drinks.
Walk at your own pace, but keep track of the group’s
timing.
Stay well hydrated throughout the route.
Bring coca leaves or coca candies to help with the
effects of the altitude.
Do not throw trash or remove plants or stones—respect
the natural environment.
If you’re not used to long hikes, consider hiring a
support horse.



Andean Community of Palcoyo
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The area surrounding Palcoyo Mountain is home to Quechua communities that
preserve their language, traditions, and ancestral way of life. Families raise
alpacas and llamas and cultivate native potatoes, quinoa, and other Andean
crops using traditional agricultural techniques adapted to high-altitude
conditions. They also create textiles and handicrafts featuring symbols that
reflect their Andean worldview, blending art, functionality, and cultural
heritage. Visiting this community offers an authentic experience where daily
life, ancestral knowledge, and stunning highland landscapes come together,
allowing travelers to connect deeply with the heart of the Andean culture.
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CONTACT US
Info@andexperience.com

@andexperiencetravel

www.reallygreatsite.com

Andexperience travel 

Andexperience_travel

Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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https://www.tiktok.com/@andexperience_travel?_t=ZS-90FbQcLOXNi&_r=1
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